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TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 

Monday, October 20, 2014 - 8:00 A.M. 

 

Chairman Sinn, John Ackerman, Rosemary Palmer, Andrew Rinehart, Joe 

Wolfe, and Russ Crawford 

 

Nancy Proehl 

______________________________________________________         

 

MOTION BY ACKERMAN, SECOND BY RINEHART to approve the 

minutes of September 15, 2014. MOTION CARRIED on voice vote. 

 

 

MOTION BY WOLFE, SECOND BY ACKERMAN to approve the 

replacement of the 2007 Chevrolet Trailblazer. MOTION CARRIED on voice 

vote.  

 

Chairman Sinn pointed out that competition on the bid for the new tandem truck 

combined with only needing to replace one salt spreader left enough room in the 

equipment budget to replace this vehicle now, while it’s still feasible, rather than 

later when budgetary issues may preclude the purchase at a later date, and may 

postpone the replacements of other vehicles in the pipeline as well. While the 

vehicle has no mechanical problems, it does have 115K miles. The State bid 

option would allow for replacing it with either a Ford F150 or F250 with crew 

cab for less than $28,000 with a trade-in allowance. 

 

 

Mr. Fink presented the project updates. Everything is moving along well, and the 

good news is that ROW from ComEd has been cleared and ROW from Midwest 

Generation, which is all that remains, is proceeding for the Wagonseller Road 

project.  If that can be cleared soon, the federal funding should remain available. 

 

Regarding Stringtown Road, Mr. Fink reported that pursuant to the senator’s 

request he issued a letter to Senator Brady and copied Representatives Sommers 

and Brauer as well as IDOT and the appropriate county, road district and village 

officials with the estimated cost for improvements. This project is currently 

estimated to cost over $9MM to complete, with $6.4MM in Tazewell County, 

and $2.8MM in McLean County. Mr. Ackerman asked that this information be 

shared with the local media so that the public can be aware of this.  The 

committee had no objections. 

 

Mr. Parr relayed details of the public informational meeting that Groveland 

Township held recently on the potential for accepting Terminal Avenue as a 

township road.  Mr. Parr presented at that meeting the details of the 

improvements that would need to occur.   
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COMMUNICATIONS 
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Recommend to Approve 

Bills as Presented 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 

The township supervisor, Dan McCormick, announced that they have been 

saving up over the past several years towards those improvements and plan to do 

so again in next year’s budget anticipating they should have approximately 

$250,000 of township funds earmarked.  Should the project cost less than 

$250,000 the township should be able to fund the entire project and no special 

assessment of the properties along Terminal Avenue would be needed.  It was 

also announced that right-of-way would be necessary and without everyone’s 

cooperation the road could remain private and unimproved. 

 

Chairman Sinn directed Mr. Fink to evaluate which county highways need to be 

seal coated rather than resurfaced with hot-mix asphalt in order to best preserve 

the system within the budget. He added that culvert repair is becoming a larger 

issue as well. Mr. Ackerman reminded the Committee that when the first road is 

chipped, there will be a public outcry. 

 

Mr. Crawford suggested that Chairman Sinn and Mr. Fink get with Mr. 

Neuhauser to explain the needs versus the budget in more detail. 

 

Chairman Sinn directed Mr. Fink to be sure to have the resolution to support the 

TFIC proposal on the November agenda. 

 

Chairman Sinn reported that he will handle Mr. Fink’s evaluation in the next 

weeks. 

 

 

The October Financial Report is generated by the Auditor’s office and will be 

presented to the Board by Vicki Grashoff 

 

MOTION BY RINEHART, SECOND BY WOLFE to approve the 

September/October bills as presented and to recommend to the Board to approve 

payment. MOTION CARRIED on voice vote. 

 

Chairman Sinn adjourned the meeting at 8:55 am. The next regularly scheduled 

meeting will take place on November 17, 2014.  

 

 


