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DRAFT COPY - SUBJECT TO COMMITTEE APPROVAL  
 

BOARD: TAZEWELL COUNTY 
 

COMMITTEE: LAND USE  
 

DATE/TIME: Tuesday, June 12, 2012 at 5:00 p.m. 
 

PRESENT: Chairman Carroll Imig, Paul Hahn, Terry Hillegonds, Dude Meisinger, 

Rosemary Palmer, and Sue Sundell.  Member Monica Connett arrived at 

5:22 p.m. 
 

ABSENT: Vice Chairman K. Russell Crawford, Mel Stanford 
 

STAFF PRESENT: Kristal Deininger, Community Development Administrator; Kyle Smith, 

Land Use Planner; James Newman, ZBA Chairman; Matt Drake, Assistant 

States Attorney 
 

OTHERS PRESENT: Evelyn Neavear, Tazewell County Health Department; Kelli Otting; Billy 

Beach 
           

 

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Imig called the meeting to Order at 5:00 p.m. 

 

MINUTES:   Moved by Palmer, seconded by Sundell, to approve the minutes of the 

April 12, 2012 Land Use Meeting and May 30, 2012 In Place Meeting.  

On voice vote, motion declared carried.  

 

CASES: 

LU-12-09 

Case No. 12-18-Z  The petition of Charles Humberd for a Map Amendment to the Official 

Hopedale Township Zoning Map of Tazewell County to change the 

zoning classification of property from an A-1 Agriculture Preservation 

Zoning District to a A-2 Agriculture Zoning District. 

 

    Moved by Hahn, seconded by Sundell, to recommend approval of LU-12-

09, Case No. 12-18-Z, to the Tazewell County Board.  On voice  

    vote, motion declared carried. 

 

PLATS:   Administrator Deininger presented a Preliminary Plat for Lone Pine  

LONE PINE SUB.  Subdivision located in Elm Grove Township.  Ms. Deininger stated that 

the proposal was for a 4 lot subdivision with lots sizes ranging from 23.5 

to 30.23 acres consisting of farmland, floodplain and bluffed areas and 

currently zoned A-1 Agriculture Preservation. Ms. Deininger further noted 

that any future development upon the lots would require Rezoning to an 

A-2 Agriculture District.  Ms. Deininger also stated that the Zoning Board 

of Appeals had approved a Variance request in May with regards to 

frontage and lot size requirements.  Ms. Deininger stated no Plat Review 

Committee meeting was held, however all agencies were notified and all 

adjacent property owners were also notified. Ms. Deininger reviewed her 

Report with the Committee, including all comments received from the Plat 

Review Committee agencies and stated that approval was recommended. 
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Moved by Sundell, seconded by Meisinger, to approve the Preliminary  

and Final Plat for Lone Pine Subdivision as submitted and directing the 

Plat Officer (Kristal Deininger) to sign off on the Final Plat subject to 

compliance with the Subdivision Code. 
 

    Following discussion, on voice vote, motion declared carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Jacob Trainer – Code  

Amendment   Jacob Trainer did not appear when called upon.  No action was taken, 

however the following discussion is related to the topic Mr. Trainer 

wished to discuss. 

 

Kelli Otting – Code   

Amendment   Administrator Deininger stated Ms. Otting has concerns as she purchased 

her property in 1994 which, at that time, chickens and goats would have 

been allowed under the prior Zoning Code.  Ms. Deininger said she lives 

adjacent to Delavan Village limits in an R-1 Zoning District.  Ms. 

Deininger added she invited Ms. Otting to attend the meeting to address 

the Land Use Committee regarding an Amendment for this issue.  Ms. 

Deininger said some municipalities allow and most do not allow chickens 

within the incorporated city limits.  Ms. Deininger said that this type of 

use is becoming quite common and the potential for a Code amendment is 

needed due to the restrictive nature of the current Zoning Code, but an 

amendment should contain particular requirements or potential 

restrictions. 

 

    Member Hahn stated he was raised on a farm so he seen no issue with 

chickens.  He stated there is not much difference between a chicken coop 

or a dog pen.   

 

    Chairman Imig stated he understood that some municipalities allow 

chickens, with the exception of Roosters.  Mr. Imig said if chickens were 

to be allowed in the R-1 Districts there should be restrictions.  Mr. Imig 

added more research needs to be done on this issue. 

 

    Evelyn Neavear, Tazewell County Health Department stated consideration 

in rural areas should be given to the waste of these animals in proximity of 

wells.  The Health Department regulates setbacks for any animal 

confinement area to the well on a property per the State code. 

 

    ZBA Chairman James Newman stated consideration should also be given 

to the slaughtering of chickens on property as well. 

 

    Kyle Smith stated he did some research on line and found a study that 

highlighted different codes dealing with chickens.  Mr. Smith submitted 

the study to Administrator Deininger. 
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Kelli Otting who was in attendance at the meeting was asked by Chairman 

Imig if she wished to speak on the issue.  Ms. Otting stated she was not 

aware that her name would be on the Agenda for discussion and had 

attended the meeting to listen to the discussion regarding the matter.  

However, Ms. Otting stated she had contacted several organizations 

regarding this issue and would like to submit a formal request for an 

amendment at a later date.  Ms. Otting said this issue of small farm 

animals in residential areas was a sweeping trend across the nation for 

sustainable living and wholesome food supplies.   

 

    Billy Beach appeared to speak on the issue.  Mr. Beach stated he was also 

interested in backyard chickens and found an 8.9 acre parcel for sale in the 

Washington area and was shocked to find out chickens were not allowed.  

Mr. Beach said he would like to support this change. 

 

    It was the consensus of the Committee that Staff  should conduct further 

research and report back to the Committee in July. 

 

COMMUNITY    

DEVELOPMENT ADM.: 

Revised Ordinance  Administrator Deininger submitted an updated proposed Floodplain 

Ordinance to the Committee for their consideration.  Ms. Deininger was 

recommending that the current Ordinance be rescinded and replaced by the 

proposed as recommended by Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  

Ms. Deininger said the intent was to adopt the new ordinance when the 

new Flood Maps were released, however due to issues with levee 

accreditations in Tazewell County it was unknown when the maps would 

be released by FEMA.  Ms. Deininger added the updated Ordinance gave 

more clarity, had better defined definitions as well as being a bit more 

lenient with regards to accessory structures and Agriculture structures. 

 

    Monica Connett questioned if there would be an impact on the Flood 

Insurance rates.  Administrator Deininger stated that the new Ordinance 

would not have an impact. 

 

    Paul Hahn questioned how Floodplain was determined.  Ms. Deininger 

said the Floodplain and Floodway areas were determined in 1980 when the 

Flood Insurance Study was conducted by FEMA thru hydraulic study 

methods to determine flood hazard data. 

 

Following discussion, moved by Meisinger, seconded by Hillegonds, to 

recommend that the revised Floodplain Ordinance be referred to the 

County Board for adoption and implementation.  (see attached).  Motion 

carried by voice vote. 

     

BILLS:   Moved by Hahn, seconded by Palmer, to approve the bills for the 

Community Development Department as submitted. On voice vote, 

motion declared carried. 
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NEXT MEETING: The next meeting of the Land Use Committee will be held on Tuesday, 

July 10, 2012 at 5:00 p.m. in the 3
rd
 Floor Jury Meeting Room of the 

McKenzie Building. 

 

RECESS: There being no further business, the meeting recessed at 5:40 p.m. 

   

   Kristal Deininger, Secretary 

 

   Transcribed by Melissa A. Kreiter 

   Administrative Assistant 
   


